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Gladstone started the conversation by saying, " 1 suppose
in addressing you as General I use the title to which you
are accustomed, and which harmonizes with your own feel-
ings?"

William Booth said that that name defined his position
properly. He spoke of the usefulness of the Salvation
Army's military titles, because the most undisciplined and
ignorant man knew that when he joined a Corps, the
" Captain" stood for authority, and was some one to be
obeyed.

Gladstone asked how the Central Authority of the Army
could be maintained, extending all over the world, while
allowing that free and energetic local action so necessary
to vigorous growth ?

The General described the various commands from Ter-
ritories to Corps, but Gladstone asked again how they
maintained the Central Authority?

The General replied that he chose the Territorial Com-
missioners, and could extend or diminish their five years*
term of office,

Gladstone asked if Officers in positions of authority in
other lands were chiefly sent from England ? The General
replied that it was so at present, but that it was a first
principle with the Salvation Army that each people must
work out its own spiritual regeneration, " that Americans
must conduct the War in America, that Frenchmen must
evangelize France, that Indians must mission India, and the
like,"

Gladstone inquired into the finances of the Army, and
when he was told its probable annual revenue, and that the
great bulk of the sum was made up by the voluntary con-
tributions of the poor, he exclaimed several times that it
was very remarkable.

The conversation turned to the general question of the
state and prospects of Spiritual religion, and Gladstone
asked William Booth which country stood most favourably
in this respect? William Booth wrote:

I felt it a difficult question to answer, and I said so, So
far as Protestant Churches are concerned, I thought there was
a good work in progress in some parts of Holland; otherwise